WHISTON TOWN COUNCIL

At the Ordinary Meeting of Whiston Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Whiston Town Hall, Old Colliery Road, Whiston on Wednesday 19th September 2018 commencing at 7.30pm the following were:-

Present
Councillor R. Gaffney
(In the Chair)

Councillors T. Byron, F. Caton, R. Davis, M. Delaney, G. Flatley, G. Gaffney,           J. Gaffney, S. Gaffney, M. Kayes, A. Newman, P. Kelly and D Williams.

Apologies.
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor A. Caton.

44. Public Forum
Members of the Public attended the meeting but did not wish to raise any issues under public forum.

45. Declarations of Interest
The undermentioned Members declared an interest in the item indicated, Councillor A Newman left the meeting room at 8.20pm and returned at 8.23pm.

Councillor		Agenda Item		Nature of Interest
A.Newman                         5 a/b			Knowsley Borough Planning Comm.

46. Presentation – Mrs G. Morgan and Mr. D. Milburn, Knowsley Borough Council.  
Mr D. Milburn provided Members with a power point presentation outlining the development at Halsnead Garden Village, Members were informed that it is hoped whilst the development is ongoing Section 106 money would be allocated to improve and develop the facilities withing the area and in particular at the Public Open Space and Highway at Windy Arbor Road, Whiston. 
Mr Milburn also informed Members that it is likely that an average of 400 houses per year would be built on site therefore money being released under Section 106 may be phased over a number of years.   
Mr G. Morgan informed Members that he had visited a number of Town Councils within the Borough giving Members information in relation to the financial burden that the Borough Council are currently dealing with in respect of Parks and Green Spaces and in particular the £7m budget gap which has been identified after the disposal of the 17 sites already identified.
Mr G Morgan agreed with Members and representatives of Whiston Juniors Football Club, moving forward, any future discussions in relation to the Public Open Space at Windy Arbor Road, will be open dialogue with all concerned.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr Morgan requested that Members consider the possibility of contributing toward the upkeep and development of sites within the Whiston area.  
Resolved: Members informed Mr G Morgan that the Town Councils income is based on a yearly precept making it difficult to identify money at this time, it was agreed to consider the proposals at the meeting scheduled for October 2018. 
47. Minutes
The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 18th July were received as a true and correct record and signed by the Town Mayor.
48. Planning
(a) Applications
Members considered the undermentioned planning applications.    
16/00778/NMA Non-material amendment to planning permission 		Bellway Homes
		   16/00778/FUL erection of 133 dwellings together		Scotchbarn Ln
		    with electric substation and other associated		Whiston
		    development-amendment sought to materials
		    layout plan approved under 16/00779/NMA
   	          
18/00371/FUL Erection of two storey side extension and single		40 The Crescent
       	    	  storey rear extension					Whiston
18/00400/FUL Retention of front and rear dormers together with		30 Ravenhurst 
		  erection of single storey extension to part of side		Way, Whiston
		  elevation-revised scheme to that approved under
		  planning permission15/00723/FUL

18/00411/FUL Change of use of existing surgery to form 2No		148 Cross Lane
		  dwellings together with construction of enlarged		Whiston
	  	  vehicular access
18/00415/FUL Erection of front porch and single storey extension     	44 Halsnead   Ave, Whiston

18/00420/FUL Erection of single storey extension		Holy Family School Cronton
18/00424/FUL Erection of single storey rear extension			63 Windy Arbor         
                                                                                                          		 Rd, Whiston
18/00430/FUL Erection of first floor side extension				139 Dragon Ln
		Whiston
18/00432/CLU Retention of converted garage being used as 		103 Hall Lane
		   standalone habitable building to rear of existing		Cronton
		   dwelling 
18/00442/FUL Erection of single storey ground floor and first	          26 Pinnington Rd
		  floor extension to rear, together with conversion  		Whiston
           		 of existing garage to form additional living space
18/00443/CLD Erection of single storey rear extension 			17 Grays Ave
										Prescot
18/00458/FUL Erection of first floor rear extension		        		69 Pinnington Rd
										Whiston
18/00469/TWA Fell 3 No trees					         2 Halsnead Villas
									         Foxs Bank Lane
									         
18/00484/FUL Erection of single storey side extension		       20 Lambourne Ave
										Cronton
18/00492/FUL Erection of single storey rear extension and porch 	 9 Ravenhurst Way
										Whiston
18/00493/FUL Erection of single storey rear extension			5 Priory Close
		  to side							Whiston
18/00505/FUL  Erection of two storey side extension			37 Long Hey
										Whiston		  						
18/00531/CLD Erection of single storey rear extension	      	 44 Windy Arbor Rd
										
18/00495/FUL Erection of single storey extension to front and side 	415 Cronton Rd
		  together with erection of detached garage (existing	Cronton
		  garage to be converted to additional living space)

Resolved: That no objections be raised in relation to the above planning applications.
 (b) Decisions
Members are requested to consider the undermentioned planning decisions.
18/00279/FUL Erection of part single, part two storey side/rear      		46 Manorwood Dr
		   extension						        	Granted 13/8/18
18/00280/FUL Erection of single storey extension to side and rear	60 The Crescent
										Whiston
										Granted 16/7/18
18/00307/FUL Alteration to existing car park to create new slip		Whiston Hosp
	             Road and associated works					Whiston
									Granted 23/7/18
18/00335/FUL Erection of single storey extension			Penmacho
Cronton	
Granted 16/7/18
18/00359/FUL Erection of two storey side extension			14 Alder Close
									Prescot
									Granted 30/7/18
18/00387/FUL Retention of ATM to shop front			12 Dragon Ln
									Granted 13/8/18

18/00388/ADV Installation of internally illuminated ATM surround	12 Dragon Ln
									Granted 13/8/18
18/00430/FUL Erection of first floor side extension			139 Dragon Ln
	Whiston
									Granted 10/9/18


18/00442/FUL Erection of single storey ground floor and first	  26 Pinnington Rd
		  floor extension to rear, together with conversion  		Whiston
           	               of existing garage to form additional living space		Granted 10/9/18
Resolved: Members noted all planning decisions.
49. Accounts
The Town Clerk submitted the following information in relation to the Town Councils finances.
(a)Monthly Accounts
The monthly accounts for the months of August / September 2018 in the sums of £29,388.52 and £28,571.23 was circulated for Members information.
Resolved: That the monthly accounts for the months of August / September 2018 in the sums of £29,388.52 and £28,571.23 be noted and agreed.
(b)Final Payment Summary
The final payment summary for the months of July and August 2018 was circulated for Members information.
Resolved: That the final payment summary for the months of July and August 2018 was noted and agreed.
(c)Bank Reconciliation
The bank reconciliation for the months of July and August 2018 was circulated for Members information.
Resolved: That the bank reconciliation for the months of July and August 2018 be noted and agreed.
(d)Budgetary Control
The Town Clerk circulated a detailed report in relation to the income and expenditure of the Council for April to August 2018 inclusive
Resolved: That the budgetary control for the months of April to August 2018 inclusive be noted and agreed.
50. Whiston Village Guild, Application for financial assistance.
Members considered an application for financial assistance towards the cost of travel to enable a day out for Members of the club some of whom are isolated.
Resolved: Members agreed that a contribution of £150.00 be offered using expenditure powers under the Local Government Act 1972, Section 137.


51. Attendance of Borough Officers at Annual Public Meeting – Response, Chief Executive Officer,  Knowsley Borough Council.
Members considered the response from the Chief Executive Officer of the Borough Council indicating that any future invitations to Public Meetings must clearly state the purpose of the invitation beforehand.
Resolved: That the report be noted.
52. External Auditors Report and Certificate 2017/2018.
Members considered the report in relation to the previous year’s audit and the notice for exercise of public rights was prior to the Council approval and in this should have been highlighted when completing the Section 1. Assertion for the 2017/2018 Audit.
No other matters were brought to the Councils attention.
Resolved: That the report be noted.
53. Knowsley Older People Voice, Fun Olympics, Application for financial assistance.
Members considered an application for financial assistance in relation to the Older Peoples Fun Olympics.
Resolved: That detailed information should be obtained regarding the involvement of Whiston residents and that a contribution of £150.00 be offered using expenditure powers under the Local Government Act 1972 Section 137.
54. 139 Bus Route
The Town Clerk informed Members that correspondence had been sent to both Merseytravel and Comfy Bus in relation to the withdrawal of the 139 bus route causing the isolation of residents. A revised / alternative service was to be implemented.
Resolved:That the revised service is still leaving residents isolated and request that further alternative routes should be explored.
55. Closure of Sub-Post Office, Whiston Village.
The Town Clerk informed Members that the closure of the sub-post office in Whiston village is a franchise arrangement and an alternative premises is currently being explored.
Resolved: That the report be noted.
56. Whiston Gardening Club.
Members considered the future administrative and financial support of the yearly gardening competition.
Resolved That the Whiston Gardening Club should make effort into recruiting new Members and attracting entrants to the Gardening Competition.
57. Community Governance Review, Knowsley Borough Council
The Borough Councils working group for the above review had recommended a reduction in Members for Whiston Town Council from 14 down to 12, this reduction was to be 4 Members serving the new Whiston North Ward and 8 Members serving the new Whiston South Ward. Correspondence was sent outlining an electorate in balance requesting an increase in Members for the new Whiston North Ward and this was to be considered by the Borough Council.
Resolved: That the report be noted.

Minutes 44 to 57 be received as a true and correct record and signed by the Town Mayor on Wednesday 17th October 2018.


The Meeting Closed at 8.40pm

__________________
Councillor R. Gaffney
Town Mayor









      
